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Dear GPs, 
 
It is Sarcoma Awareness Month.  Sarcoma is a rare cancer, please ensure that you familiarise 
yourself with the NG12 guidance for suspected sarcoma (Recommendations organised by site of 
cancer | Suspected cancer: recognition and referral | Guidance | NICE) and undertake the relevant 
imaging, before a making a suspected cancer referral to the sarcoma service.  
 
Following feedback from primary care and provider colleagues, NCL direct access diagnostic form has 
been revised and includes additional modalities (x-ray and ultrasound) for suspected bone and 
soft tissue sarcoma.  
 
The updated form has been translated into EMIS and all practices should now have access to it. 
The form can be found in EMIS local Global Document Libraries (Barnet, Enfield, Haringey and 
Islington) and on the EMIS forms page for Camden GPs.  Practices will be able to search for the form 
by typing in any of the keywords in the title of the form -  URGENT DIRECT ACCESS IMAGING 
REQUEST FORM (ADULT AND PAED) - SUSPECTED CANCER. 
 
Please note: it is very important that GPs only request an investigation urgently if the patient meets 
the NICE criteria outlined in NG12 Guidelines. Radiology services are under considerable strain and 
a request to undertake a test within two weeks should be clearly justifiable on clinical grounds as an 
investigation for possible cancer.   
 
We have been working closely with the London Sarcoma Service to improve patient pathways across 
the sector.   
 
Additional “Specialist Review of Imaging” guidance has been agreed for London, which 
requires that all 2WW Sarcoma Referrals to be accompanied by relevant imaging in order that 
the Sarcoma Specialist Centres are able to clinically triage all referrals and associated imaging.  If 
there is no evidence of sarcoma, the patients will not be booked for an OPA.  The referrer and 
the patient will be informed of the outcome by letter under the faster diagnosis standard. If you refer 
a patient please ensure that the patient is informed of this change in practice.  
 
 
For further information on Sarcoma – Early diagnosis please see Gateway C 
(https://www.gatewayc.org.uk ). This is a free online cancer education platform developed for primary 
care professionals across England, aiming to improve earlier diagnosis and improving patient 
experience 
 
Any queries, please get in touch with Lucy McLaughlin, NCL Head of Cancer Commissioning 
lucy.mclaughlin@nhs.net  
 
With thanks from,  
RNOH Sarcoma Team & 
NCL Cancer Commissioning Team 
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