
 

 
 

 
NCL Briefing Statement Mask Use 
 
There is national guidance on the use of type 2 and FFP3 masks, this has been considered 
at the London IPC group and agreement reached that the current national guidance should 
be followed. The national review of PPE usage published last week confirmed that a type 2 
surgical face mask, on its own, provides sufficient protection for staff and therefore the 
additional measures recommended here provide an even more enhanced protection. 
 
A sub group of the NCL DIPC group met on 25/01/2021 to discuss an NCL approach to 
mask use following discussion about a possible change of approach to mask use in non-
AGP areas.  
 
The agreed recommendations are:  

 Where tolerated, we will ask that all in-patients wear a type 2 surgical face mask. 
 In non-AGP areas staff will be strongly encouraged to wear both a type 2 surgical 

face mask and eye protection on low risk pathway. This will also be applicable to 
medium risk pathways.  

 FFP3 masks and face shield will continue to be recommended for AGP areas 
 Staff using FFP3 masks must always be fit tested for the relevant type of FFP3 mask.  

 
If there are exceptional circumstances that increase the risk in a particular clinical 
environment, then a local risk assessment can be undertaken in that Trust to introduce FFP3 
masks (alongside eye protection). This will be agreed by the Trust DIPC and approved via 
the governance processes of the individual Trust. We expect that the number of areas 
undertaking these risk assessments and introducing FFP3 masks will be low. Where this 
does occur, we suggest that a PPE de-escalation strategy is considered early. 
 
This approach will be fed back to the London IPC group and Jane Clegg, Regional Chief 
Nurse. 
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