
 

 

 

 

 

This briefing summary note is correct at the time of publishing. However, guidance on COVID-19 is 

subject to regular updates on GOV.UK, please use the hyperlinks to read further. 
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New Variant Assessment Programme 

From: Public Health England and UK Health Security Agency 

Published: 20 May 2021 

The New Variant Assessment Programme (NVAP) is an offer of UK capacity and expertise to detect and 

assess new variants of SARS-CoV-2 around the world. 

Contents 

1. Overview 
2. Service offer 
Link to the document: New Variant Assessment Programme - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Guidance - NHS Test and Trace in the workplace 

Published 27 May 2020 (Updated 17 May 2021) 

Background 

This guidance advises on what to do if you or someone you employ is contacted by NHS Test and Trace, 

including self-isolation, sick pay and financial support. It has been updates several times; the most recent 

update was on 17/05/2021. 

 The guidance contains: 

1. Information on NHS Test and Trace  

2. Guidance for employers  

3. Guidance for workers  

4. Support for people self-isolating 

Information added to the most recent update: 

 A call-out about the new COVID-19 variant of concern. 

Link to the document: NHS Test and Trace in the workplace 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-variant-assessment-programme?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=91cff3a8-66dc-4857-89d0-85be91dc181f&utm_content=daily#overview
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-variant-assessment-programme?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=91cff3a8-66dc-4857-89d0-85be91dc181f&utm_content=daily#service-offer
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-variant-assessment-programme?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=91cff3a8-66dc-4857-89d0-85be91dc181f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=442d694b-1c64-47b2-8f60-cfb1077541d5&utm_content=daily#nhs-test-and-trace
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=442d694b-1c64-47b2-8f60-cfb1077541d5&utm_content=daily#guidance-for-employers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=442d694b-1c64-47b2-8f60-cfb1077541d5&utm_content=daily#guidance-for-workers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=442d694b-1c64-47b2-8f60-cfb1077541d5&utm_content=daily#support-for-people-self-isolating
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=442d694b-1c64-47b2-8f60-cfb1077541d5&utm_content=daily
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Designated settings for people discharged to a care 
home 

Guidance on the designated settings scheme for people discharged from hospital to a care home with a 

positive coronavirus (COVID-19) test. 

Updated 17 May 2021 

Details 

Some of the rules on what you can and cannot do changed on 17 May. However, many restrictions 

remain in place. Find out what you can and cannot do 

A new COVID-19 variant is spreading in some parts of England. There may be additional advice for your 

area. Find out what you need to do. 

This guidance is for local authorities, clinical commissioning groups, care providers and people who use 

these services. It builds on the letters that were sent to directors of adult social services on 13 October 

2020 and 10 November 2020. 

It sets out: 

 advice on setting up designated settings, and information for local authorities and providers 

 information on discharge arrangements, and supporting individuals to ensure that their care 

needs and preferences are accounted for 

 additional advice on data collection, funding, visiting, and infection prevention and control (IPC) 

requirements 

 

Documents 

 Discharge into care homes: designated settings 

 Discharge into care homes for people who have tested positive for COVID-19: clarification note  

Link to the guidance: Designated settings for people discharged to a care home 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-settings-for-people-discharged-to-a-care-home?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=72f60fd4-ba6b-46ee-850c-c41c9ec89f44&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-settings-for-people-discharged-to-a-care-home?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=72f60fd4-ba6b-46ee-850c-c41c9ec89f44&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-premises-scheme-letter-to-directors-of-adult-social-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-settings-for-people-discharged-to-a-care-home/discharge-into-care-homes-designated-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-settings-for-people-discharged-to-a-care-home/discharge-into-care-homes-for-people-who-have-tested-positive-for-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-settings-for-people-discharged-to-a-care-home?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=72f60fd4-ba6b-46ee-850c-c41c9ec89f44&utm_content=daily
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COVID-19: Guidance for the safe use of multi-
purpose community facilities  

This guidance is for those managing multi-use community facilities. It signposts to relevant guidance on a 
range of different activities that can take place in these spaces. 
 
From: Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government  
Published 30 June 2020 
 
The last update on 17 May 2021 reflects Step 3 of the Roadmap. 
 

Here is the link to the guidance: COVID-19: Guidance for the safe use of multi-purpose community 

facilities 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for adult social care 
settings: 

 
Updated 17 May 2021 

Details 

Testing for COVID-19 in adult social care (ASC) is crucial to help protect those who receive care and adult 

social care staff. Testing programmes identify people who may unknowingly have the virus, enabling 

those who test positive and their contacts to self-isolate and break the chain of transmission. 

Testing is an important part of the approach to help protect those in adult social care services, alongside 

infection control measures and proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE). Vaccination offers 

vital protection, but no vaccine is 100% effective, and importantly we do not yet know if being 

vaccinated prevents transmission of the disease. Therefore, testing and other infection control measures 

must continue to be used together to help keep care home residents, those who receive care and staff 

safe. 

We are continuously reviewing our testing strategy for adult social care in light of the latest evidence and 

available testing. 

Please see the following testing guidance for a range of specific adult social care settings: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-housing-communities-and-local-government
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=ce7a34e9-388e-4bcf-9298-0820ad9c53eb&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=ce7a34e9-388e-4bcf-9298-0820ad9c53eb&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=cb2a5c0a-abc6-435a-92aa-e9a3b91daf5e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=cb2a5c0a-abc6-435a-92aa-e9a3b91daf5e&utm_content=daily
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 testing for adult care homes 

 testing for extra care and supported living settings 

 testing for homecare staff 

 testing for personal assistants 

 testing for day care centres 

Documents 

COVID-19 testing available for adult social care in England: a summary PDF 

On-site testing for adult social care services: rapid lateral flow test guide PDF 

On-site testing for adult social care services: rapid lateral flow test guide  

Self-test for adult social care services: detailed rapid lateral flow test guide  

Self-test for adult social care services: detailed rapid lateral flow test guide PDF 

Self-test for ASC services: summary rapid LFT guide  

Self-test for ASC services: summary rapid LFT guide PDF 

Visitors to adult social care settings: reporting rapid lateral flow tests at home  

Visitors to adult social care settings: reporting rapid lateral flow tests at home (to print) 

COVID-19 testing: terms and conditions 

COVID-19 self-test for staff, service users and visitors in adult social care settings: privacy notice 

Alternative formats 

 The COVID-19 self-test instructions are also available as an easy read and in other languages. 

Anyone in the UK with COVID-19 symptoms can get a test. Video. 

Link to the document: Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for adult social care settings 

 

 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-in-adult-care-homes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-service-for-extra-care-and-supported-living-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-homecare-workers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-personal-assistants
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-day-care-centre-workers
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/986353/adult-social-care-testing-guidance_visual-v1105.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/979342/on-site-testing-for-asc-services-lft.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings/on-site-testing-for-adult-social-care-services-rapid-lateral-flow-test-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings/step-by-step-guide-for-asc-staff-to-self-test-using-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/979827/step-by-step-guide-to-self-test-for-adult-asc-staff-lft.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-in-asc-settings-an-overview
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/979343/lateral-flow-testing-in-asc-settings-overview.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings/visitors-to-adult-social-care-settings-reporting-rapid-lateral-flow-tests-at-home
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/981682/visitors-to-asc-settings-reporting-rapid-lfts-at-home-print-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-terms-and-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings/cornavirus-covid-19-self-test-for-staff-service-users-and-visitors-in-adult-social-care-settings-privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/instructions-for-covid-19-self-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/instructions-for-covid-19-self-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=cb2a5c0a-abc6-435a-92aa-e9a3b91daf5e&utm_content=daily
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Coronavirus (COVID-19): health and wellbeing of 
the adult social care workforce 

Published 11 May 2020 

Last updated 19 May 2021 

Advice for those working in adult social care on managing your mental health and how employers can 

take care of the wellbeing of their staff during the coronavirus outbreak. 

This guidance is for anyone who works in adult social care. It provides advice on how you can manage 

your personal mental health in the current circumstances. 

It also provides adult social care employers with guidance, tools and advice on how to take care of the 

wellbeing of staff at work. 

Here is the link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-health-and-wellbeing-of-the-adult-
social-care-workforce?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_source=83369eba-1acc-44ce-8cc5-6adeb6c325d0&utm_content=daily 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): admission and care of 
people in care homes  

Updated 17th May 2021  

 (Summary) 

How to protect care home residents and staff during the coronavirus outbreak.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-
care-homes/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes 

Details 

This guidance is for care homes, local health protection teams, local authorities, clinical commissioning 

groups (CCGs) and registered providers of accommodation for people who need personal or nursing 

care. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-health-and-wellbeing-of-the-adult-social-care-workforce?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=83369eba-1acc-44ce-8cc5-6adeb6c325d0&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-health-and-wellbeing-of-the-adult-social-care-workforce?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=83369eba-1acc-44ce-8cc5-6adeb6c325d0&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-health-and-wellbeing-of-the-adult-social-care-workforce?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=83369eba-1acc-44ce-8cc5-6adeb6c325d0&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes
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It sets out how to: 

 admit and care for residents safely 

 protect care home staff 

Link to the document: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-
care-homes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=7ce5fcea-8ca2-
47fc-8100-ebda53 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): providing home care 

Published: 22 May 2020 

Last updated: 17 May 2021 

 

Background 

This page aims to answer frequently asked questions from registered providers, social care staff, local 

authorities and commissioners who support and deliver care to people in their own homes, including 

supported living settings, in England. 

 
Changes made:  

Added a call-out about the new COVID-19 variant of concern. 

 A new COVID-19 variant is spreading in some parts of England. There may be additional advice 

for your area.  Find out what you need to do. 

Link to the document:  

 Coronavirus (COVID-19): provision of home care - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=7ce5fcea-8ca2-47fc-8100-ebda53
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=7ce5fcea-8ca2-47fc-8100-ebda53
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=7ce5fcea-8ca2-47fc-8100-ebda53
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-providing-home-care?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f3c45895-a37d-480d-8e02-418a6ab0a4c9&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-providing-home-care/coronavirus-covid-19-provision-of-home-care
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COVID-19 – How to work safely in domiciliary care 
and in care homes 

Domiciliary care 

 

Page summary: 

A resource for those working in domiciliary care providing information on the use of personal protective 

equipment (PPE). This resource is primarily for care workers and providers delivering care in the 

following settings: 

 visiting homecare 

 extra care housing 

 live-in homecare 

This resource should be used alongside the video guide to putting on and taking off PPE. Although the 

video is titled as being for workers in care homes, the content is just as relevant for home care. The 

guidance was first published in April 2020 and last updated on 18 May 2021. 

 

Change made: 

 

Added note explaining that the infographics are being reviewed and will be updated shortly in line with 

the guidance. 

The document can be accessed via the following link.  

 
Care homes 

Page summary: 

 

Guidance for those working in care homes providing information on how to work safely during this 

period of sustained transmission of COVID-19. 

Please note that this guidance is of a general nature and that an employer should consider the specific 

conditions of each individual place of work and comply with all applicable legislation, including the 

Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974. 

The guidance was first published in 17 April 2020 and last updated on 18 May 2021. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-how-to-work-safely-in-care-homes/covid-19-putting-on-and-removing-ppe-a-guide-for-care-homes-video
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-how-to-work-safely-in-domiciliary-care?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=6bef91e3-7242-4e3a-8813-30a8028ec0c9&utm_content=daily
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/37/contents
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Change made: 

 

Added note explaining that the infographics are being reviewed and will be updated shortly in line with 

the guidance. 

The document can be accessed via the following Link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-how-to-work-safely-in-care-homes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=7184d1ef-d37d-43d7-ac5b-aa7440c26729&utm_content=daily

